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Highlights of the quarter 
 

 Import Price Index increased 1.0 percent 
from the March 2017 quarter.  

 Animals Products index recorded the largest 

increase (up 5.2 percent) from the March 

2017 quarter. 

  
Overview 

The Import Price Index for the June 2017 

quarter showed an overall increase of 1.0 

percent from the March 2017 quarter. The four 

sections namely Animal products, Vegetable 

products, Fats and oils and Food and Beverage 

products recorded increases but partly offset by 

lower price for Mineral products.  In comparison 

with the June 2016 quarter, the current import 

price index increased 8.9 percent.  

 

The four quarters ending June 2017 showed a 

0.1 percent decrease in the overall import price 

index compared with the four quarters ending 

June 2016 quarter. See table 1 and graph 1. 

 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

HS Section 1: Live Animals; Animal Products 
prices rise 5.2%. 
Import prices for Live Animals and Animals 
products in the June 2017 quarter rose 5.2 
percent, following a 2.8 percent rise in the March 
2017 quarter. The current increase was led by 
9.1 percent increase in meat products prices 
reflecting higher prices of sheep meats (up 8.9 
percent) and poultry meats (up 9.3 percent). In 
comparison with the June 2016 quarter, the 
current live animals and animal products index 
increased 9.1 percent.  
 
 Reviewing the four quarters ending June 2017 
over the four quarters ending June 2016, the 
current overall animals and animal products 
index increased 2.9 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and 
graph 2. 
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HS Section 2: Vegetable Products prices rise 
3.0%. 
In the June 2017 quarter, Vegetable products 
import prices rose 3.0 percent when compared 
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with the March 2017 quarter. This rise was 
influenced by higher prices of Milled products 
(up 11.6 percent) and Cereal products (up 11.6 
percent). When compared with the June 2016 
quarter, the current vegetable products index 
increased 5.2 percent. 
   
Reviewing the four quarters ending June 2017 
over the four quarters ending June 2016, the 
current overall vegetable products index 
increased 2.1 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 
3.  
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HS Section 3: Animal or Vegetable fats & oils 
prices rise 1.5%.  
Import prices for animal or vegetable fats and 
oils in the June 2017 quarter rose 1.5 percent. 
Mainly responsible for this rise was higher 
prices of hydrogenated imports (up 6.3 percent). 
When compared with the June 2016 quarter, the 
current animal or vegetable fats and oils index 
increased 3.6 percent.   
  
The four quarters ending June 2017 showed a 
1.3 percent increase in the overall animal or 
vegetable fats and oils index over the four 
quarters ending June 2016. See tables 1 & 2 and 
graph 4. 
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HS Section 4: Food and Beverages prices rise 
4.5%. 
Food and Beverage import prices rose 4.5 
percent in the June 2017 quarter. This rise was 
mainly driven by higher prices of sugar (up 15.3 
percent) and cereals (up 2.2 percent). In 
comparison with the June 2016 quarter, the 
current food and beverages index increased 5.3 
percent. 
 
When comparing the four quarters ending June 
2017 with the four quarters ending June 2016, 
the current overall food and beverages index 
increased 7.0 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 
5.  
 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 
 
HS Section 5: Mineral Products prices fell 
2.5%. 
In the June 2017 quarter, the import prices for 
mineral fuel products recorded a 2.5 percent 
decrease from the March 2017 quarter and a 



 

11.4 percent increase from the corresponding 
quarter of 2016. The decrease over the March 
2017 quarter was driven by lower prices of 
petroleum oils.   
 
The overall mineral products index in the four 
quarters ending June 2017 was 4.4 percent 
lower when compared with the four quarters 
ending June 2016. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 6. 
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Technical Notes 
The Import Price Index (MPI) measures changes 
in the cost, insurance, and freight (CIF) prices of 
imports of merchandise into Samoa. It is a fixed 
weight index with March 2009 quarter = 100.0 
and is calculated on a quarterly basis using the 
International Harmonized System of Trade 
Classification (HS).  The items included in the 
index were selected on the basis of their 
importance to the total import. 
 
The scope of the MPI relates to the following 
sections of the International Harmonized System 
of Trade Classification (HS): 1. Live Animals: 
Animal Products, 2. Vegetable Products, 3. 
Animal or Vegetable fats and oils, 4. Food and 
Beverages and 5. Mineral Products, The index 
represents 50 percent of total Imports. 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
If you would like more information about the 
Import Price Index for June 2017 quarter, please 
contact the Economics Division of the Samoa 
Bureau of Statistics at: 

The MPI report for September 2017 quarter is 
expected to be available on 14th November 2017. 
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